
FROM THE SHARP END
Use of an unliveried truck by
motorway police has whipped
some truckers into a frenzy - but
unnecessarily, writes retired
police officer Steve Rounds, who
explains the reasoning behind it
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Eavesdropping on truck drivers' online forums can be
jolly entertaining, particularly when the subject for
discussion happens to be a project you're involved with

and fact gives way to fiction. And on this occasion, more
fiction than fact - but that's good, because that in turn
generates more discussion and therefore awareness.

So, you might be wondering, what could whip truckers
into such a frenzy? The possibility that, somewhere on the
motorway network, the police might be using an unliveried
truck to ensure compliance? True, we are, but hold on a
minute while I set out the thinking behind it.

Soon after the 2006 European Union ruling on the
compulsory use of seatbelts in vehicles over 3.5 tonnes, I
and some likeminded colleagues at the Central Motorway
Police Group (CMPG) started to think of ways to
encourage the use of seatbelts across the commercial fleet -
and the idea of a 'police truck' was born.
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A change of focus
Itwasn't until September 2009, however, that most of the
pieces of the jigsaw came together. A chance meeting with
Scania executives atTruckfest in Peterborough gave us the
platform - that is, a free loan of the yet -to-be-launched,
facelifted Scania R-series tractive unit - while the
opportunity was provided by a change of focus at CMPG.

Creating trust and confidence became the new way
forward and achieving voluntary compliance through
education was the goal. The previous requirement to

"Achieving voluntary
compliance through

education was the goal.
The requirement to

prosecute a set number
of drivers was gone"

prosecute a set number of drivers was
gone, paving the way for a new, more
considerate approach.

By coincidence, CMPG was playing
host to two TV production companies
who were immediately sold on the idea,
and this gave us the last piece in the
puzzle - media coverage in the form of
BBC 1's Motorway Cops and lTV's
Police, Camera.Action.

Our plan was simple: rather than sitting on the side of
the motorway picking off every 'unbelted' truck driver,
we'd warn drivers of what we were going to do before we
did it. Sure, giving them a chance at putting their own
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house in order first would cut down on the number of
prosecutions but, as we were no longer subject to targets,
this didn't matter. What mattered was keeping drivers safe.

Knowing that the TV programmes would take the best
part of a year to go to air, we needed to fill the media gap,
so for a press launch we fitted blue lights courtesy of
Woodway Engineering and 'Battenberg' livery by 3M and
Reflexite. We got some decent coverage in national
newspapers and via the industry press such as Commercial
Motor and Truck & Driver and we were ready to embark on
Operation Parochial.
From the outset, we came across truck drivers doing

things that we would never in a month of Sundays have
expected -like the one not just using one mobile phone,
but two, one in each hand.

On another occasion, we spotted a driver using a mobile,
breathalysed him and found he was at twice the drink-drive
limit, not because he'd had a skinful the night before but
because he had a dozen cans of extra-strength lager in the
cab and was literally drinking while driving.

Jumping on the bandwagon
So where are we now? Well, we've had various cabs out on
the network since September 2009 and I suppose this has
led to the arguments in the forums that the truck is silver,
or blue, or white. The truth is, as we only borrow or hire a
unit, we don't know what colour cab we are getting until it
arrives. The next most asked question is where it operates -
and the answer is, right across the motorway network, as
other police forces and also the Highways Agency have
jumped on the bandwagon!

So there you are, the real truth about the 'police truck'
right from the horse's mouth. I've recently retired from the
police service but the 'police truck' lives on, so the plea
from me is to remember your Driver Cl'C training and
wear your seatbelt on every journey, without fail.

Take it from me, having investigated dozens of fatal
collisions where lorry drivers have died, you can still get
ejected from your vehicle or bounce around inside it - and
neither is a particularly pretty sight .•

Steve Rounds
Former oHicer with the Central
Motorway Police Group


